JUST A REMINDER: APRIL

TREES AND SHRUBS

Plant container-grown hardy woody vines like Clematis and Gold Flame
Honeysuckle this month.

Continue to plant container grown, hardy ground covers like English lvy.

It is best to plant shrubs and vines when soil is not too wet, If planting before the
soil dries out, use dry peat moss as the soil amendment. It will absorb excess
moisture and make it easier to prepare a good planting mixture.

Plant annual vines like Morning Glory, Moonflower and Scarlet Runner Beans
after danger of frost is past (April 15 in this area),

Prune dead, broken, crossed or damaged limbs of spring flowering trees as
soon as flower petals have fallen.

Do NOT prune summer-flowering shrubs like Hydrangea and Butterfly Bush
after their leaves have emerged.

Do not prune spring-flowering evergreen vines like Carolina Jessamine until
after they bloom.

Prune spring flowering deciduous vines like Wisteria after they finish blooming.
Fertilize Magnolia and Cherry Laurel using a slow release, evergreen formula, at

the rate of one pound per inch circumference of the tree measured three feet
above the ground. This is done once a year,

It is too late to fertilize large shade trees. Small one or two year trees may still be
fertilized, however. Use 15-15-15 at a rate of ¥ pound per three feet of height for
these very young trees.

Fertilize spring-flowering trees as the flower petals fall. Use one pound of 5-10-15
fertilizer per inch circumference of the tree measured three feet above ground.
This is done once a year.

Finish fertilizing summer-flowering shrubs with a 15-15-15 fertilizer. Use roughly
2 pound per three feet of the shrub's height before pruning. This is done yearly.

Fertilize all spring-flowering shrubs and vines after they bloom. Use 15-15-15
fertilizer on deciduous shrubs and vines and an azalea/camellia acid fertilizer on
evergreens. Use roughly ¥ pound per three feet of the shrub's height before
pruning. This is done once a year.




JUST A REMINDER, continued

Control scale on all trees with Orthene or Cygon (use Orthene on hollies).

Watch for worms and caterpillars eating the foliage of fruit trees like flowering
peaches, plums cherries, crabapples and Bradford Pear. Spray with Thuricide
formulation of BT or dust with the Dipel form of BT.

Inspect established evergreens for signs of scale. Control with Cygon except on
hollies (use Orthene on hollies).

Boxwoods and hollies may show signs of leaf damage from the leaf miner. Spray
with Cygon or Orthene on boxwoods and Orthene on hollies.

Inspect azalea and Pyracantha for signs of lacebugs. The upper sides of leaves
will have a slivery cast. The undersides will be covered with balls of brown
residue. Spray them with Orthene as the weather warms.

Aphids may attack new shoots of many evergreens. If they attack, spray with
Orthene, or if you are organic, wash the shrub down every other day to literally
wash the aphids off.

Mulch newly planted and fertilized trees and shrubs with pine straw or bark. Do
not allow the mulich to pack against the tree’s trunk.

FRUITS

Lightly fertilize blueberries a second time when they bloom. Use an azelia-
camellia fertilizer sparingly. Blueberries are sensitive to excess fertilizer.

Continue your insect and disease control program on the fruits as the flowers
open. A complete home orchard spray is often used for this purpose. Continue
applications at recommended intervals until fruit ripens. Newly planted fruits
should be soaked once a week when there is no significant rainfall,

Keep strawberries mulched with pine straw to prevent weeds from taking over
the bed.

Muilch fruit trees to prevent weeds and grass from growing up around the trunks
and competing for water and fertilizer. Pine straw is excellent for this. Do not pile
the mulch against the trunks.






