7~ Trees, Shrubs and Roses

e
Do not prune summer flowering shrubs like summer hydrangeas or you might
disturb the bloom.

At the end of August, large rose bushes may be pruned back one-third to
force strong growth for autumn blogssoms.

Look for damaging insects on evergreen trees and shrubs. Scale, spider
mites, lacebug, leaf miner, spittlebug, thrips and leaf hopper are still
around. Use Cygon or Orthene if needed. Do not use Cygon on hollies.

During periods of extreme drought, large trees may need watering. Watch for
discoloration, drying, die back, and premature leaf fall as signs that the

tres is being affected. Use a watering spike placed intermittently around

the perimeter of the tree's roots, approximately under the edge of the
farthest reaching limbs. Water thoroughly.

Lacebugs may attack the foliage of azalea. The damaged leaves have a silver
appearance. If you see the insect feeding on the undersides of the leaves,
spray with Orthene.

Spray kudzu with Roundup or mow all visible foliage in the last two weeks
of August. Kudzu is at its weakest this time of the year.

Flowers

Start seeds of hardy annuals, perennials, and biennials like pansy, English
Daisy, and Purple Coneflower around mid August.

Transplant Bearded Iris any time this month. Cut leaves in a fan below
where they are dying back, and set them with the top of the root at the
surface of the soil. Use bone meal when you plant. Remember, Bearded Iris
need full sun to bloom well.



Just a Reminder, Continued

Flowers, cont.

Fertilize herbaceous plants with a 5-10-15 on a six to eight week schedule
through the end of the season. Poorly growing annuals and perennials may
need special attention.

Fertilize chrysanthemums and dahlias with a 5-10-5 formula every four to
six weeks until they bloom.

During dry weather, spray a water soluble fertilizer like Peters or (for
organic growers) fish emulsion to keep plants growing well.

Large attacks of worms on a particular plant, like geranium, can be
controlled by Dipel dust or Thuricide spray (BT).

Water flowers thoroughly with about one inch of water per week if there has
been no significant rainfall.

Vegetables

Bush beans can be planted this month for a fall crop. Watch out, however,
for the Mexican bean beetle and other insects.

Remove any plants which have finished producing.

Start seed of cool weather vegetables like broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower,
collards, and lettuce for transplanting to the garden in early September.

Fertilize as you plant in the garden with 15-15-15 or a complete organic
fertilizer. This application should be good for about six weeks.

Tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, cucumber and okra should be fertilized with
5-10-15 (or a complete organic fertilizer) every six weeks through out

their growing season. Alternatively, organic gardeners can apply a foliar
spray of fish emulsion and seaweed extract on the plants every 10 days to
two weeks.






