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TREES, FRUITS, SHRUBS, VINES and ROSES

Plant bare root, burlap bagged, and container grown trees throughout the
month when the ground is not frozen or likely to freeze.

Choose planting stock carefully. New shade trees should be straight with
tight, smooth bark, have a dominant central shoot or leader, and should not
be loose in the ball or container. Choose flowering trees carefully as

well, making sure they are free from scars.

Plant bare root, burlap bagged and container grown fruits all month. This
includes fruit trees, bush fruits, semi-bush fruits and vine fruits. Nut
trees can be planted as well.

Plant dormant shrubs like Forsythia, Crape Myrtle, Camellia, azalea and
Spiraea preparing the holes as carefully as you do for shade trees.

Plant hardy woody vines like Carolina Jessamine, Wisteria, and Confederate
Jasmine during periods of mild weather.

Plant hardy ground covers like English lvy, Liriope and Spreading Juniper
when the ground is not frozen.

When handling container or burlap bagged trees, never pick them up by the
stem; this will break the roots in the ball of the earth.

It is best to plant shade and flowering trees when the soil is not too wet.

If planting is necessary before the soil dries out, use dry peat moss as

the soil amendment. It will absorb excess moisture and allow you to make a
better mixture to use in planting.

If necessary, begin pruning dormant deciduous and evergreen shade trees.
Both light and heavy pruning are OK, but do not prune trees when the sap is

frozen. Also, never remove the central shoot or leader of a shade tree; you
will ruin its natural shape.
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JUST A REMINDER, Continued

If necessary, prune spring-flowering trees like the Bradford Pear,

flowering cherry, and flowering peach, but do so sparingly and selectively.
Remove crossed branches, damaged or diseased wood and bad growth.
Remember that buds for spring blossoms are already present on the branches

and twigs grown last summer. Pruning them will reduce the number of flowers on
the tree.

Heavy structural pruning of evergreen shrubs like the hollies may be done

this month. However, if most of the leaf area is to be removed, it is best
to wait until mid-February.

Broadleaf and narrowleaf evergreens such as boxwoods and Arborvitae may be
shapen this month. Prune so the top is narrower than the bottom to keep the
plants from becoming top heavy.

Giant hybrid Clematis may be pruned severely from now until new growth
starts in early spring. Other Clematis like Sweet Autumn Clematis should
merely be thinned, leaving the main arms to develop shoots on which
blossoms will form. A few, like "Duchess of Edinburgh” and Clematis Montana
blossom on wood grown last summer. Prune them after they finish blooming.

Remove any old canes of semi-bush fruits like raspberries or blackberries
which bore fruit last summer if you have not done so already.

Do NOT prune spring flowering shrubs like deciduous azalea or Forsythia
until after they blossom. Do NOT prune spring flowering evergreens like
Carolina Jessamine until after they bloom in the spring.

It is still too soon to fertilize shade and flowering trees. When trees are
dormant, they do not actively absarb nutrients from the soil. Fertilizer
applied now will dissipate before the tree has a chance to use it.
Control scale on evergreen plants with Orthene.

There is no need to spray fruits this month. The first spraying of the
season will be in January/February with the application of a dormant spray.

Water newly planted trees thoroughly, even if the ground is wet, in order
to settle the soil around the roots.

Mulch newly planted trees with pine straw or bark. Do not allow the muich
to pack against the tree trunk.






