JUST A REMINDER

TREES AND SHRUEBS

Plant burlap bagged, bare-roct and container trees and shrubs during the entire month when the
ground is not frozen or likely to freeze.

Plant Scuthern Magnolia and Cherry Laurel towards the end of the month, or else wait until
March.

Plant hardy woody vines like Clematis and Wisteria during periods of mild weather when the
ground is not frozen.

Piant hardy ground covers whenever the ground is not frozen. These should be heavily rooted
plants, not transplanted runners.

It is best to plant shrubs when the soil is not too wet. If planting is necessary when soil is wet, use
dry peat moss as a soil amendment. It will absorb excess moisture and make it easier to prepare
a good mix for planting.

Continue to prune all dormant, deciduous, and evergreen frees this month as needed. Both light
and heavy pruning are OK, but do not prune trees when sap is frozen. Also, never remove the
central shoot or leader of a shade tree; you will ruin its natural shape.

Prune spring flowering trees like dogwood, Bradford Pear, and flowering peach, pear and cherry
trees, but do so sparingly and selectively. Remove any crossed branches, damaged or diseased
wood, and bad growth. Remember that buds for spring blossoms are already present on the
branches grown last summer. Pruning them will reduce the number of flowers on the tree.

Summer-fliowering trees like Crape Myrtle may be pruned severely to force new spring shoots on
which the summer's blooms will develop. Prune selectively, however, to shape the tree and force
new shoots in the direction you want them to grow.

Heavy structural pruning of evergreen shrubs like boxwood or Burford Holly can be done in Feb.
Prune broadieaf evergreens like hollies and narrowleaf evergreens like junipers to shape anytime
this month. Always prune so the top is narrower than the bottom in order to keep evergreens from
becoming top-heavy and unsightly.

Prune summer-flowering shrubs like hydrangea and butterfly bush anytime this month, before
new growth emerges, as long as the wood is not frozen.

Prune deciduous spring-flowering shrubs like Winter Honeysuckle after they have finished
blooming.

Wait to prune flowering evergreen shrubs like Camellia, azelea, Rhodedendrom and Mountain
Laurel until after they have finished blooming.

Prune blue/pink hydrangea by removing weak shoots at the ground and pruning the main shoots
back one-third.



JUST A REMINDER, continued

Do not prune spring-flowering evergreen vines like Carolina Jessamine or other spring-flowering
vines like Wisteria until after they bloom.

Giant hybrid Clematis can be pruned severely from now until new growth starts emerging. Other
Clematis should only be thinned, leaving the main arms to develop shoots on which blossoms will
form. Do this before shoots begin to emerge. Wait until after blossoming to prune Clematis
mentana or Clematis X Duchess of Edinburgh, which bloom on last year's growth.

Wait to prune cold-damaged stems until March or April when you will be able to determine the
true extent of cold damage.

Fertilize all newly planted trees with 15-15-15 or a complete organic fertilizer like Tree Tone.
Spread the fertilizer in a circle at the edge of the hole you dug, using about 1/2 pound per three
feet of the tree's height. Water thoroughly after fertilizing.

Fertilize large deciduous and evergreen shade trees at the beginning of the month if you have not
already. Use one pound of fertilizer per inch circumference of the tree, measured three feet above
the ground. Use 15-15-15 or else a complete organic fertilizer such as Tree Tone. This is a

cnce a year job,

Finish fertilizing summer-flowering trees after pruning with 5-10-15 or a complete organic ferilizer
if you have not done it already. Use one pound of fertilizer per inch circumference of the tree,
measured three feet above the ground. This is also done once a year.

Wait until March to fertilize Southern Magnolia and Cherry Laurel.

Beqin fertilizing summer-flowering shrubs like hydrangea and butterfly bush with a 15-15-15 or
complete arganic fertilizer as the weather warms and danger of hard freeze passes.

Fertilize summer-flowering vines like Silver Lace Vine as the weather warms and danger of hard
freeze passes using 15-15-15 or a complete organic fertilizer.

Fertilize establish Clematis after pruning with half a pound of 5-10-15 fertilizer every six weeks or
once with a slow release, high nitrogen organic fertilizer. Do not fertilize Clematis montana or
Clematis X Duchess of Edinburgh which blooms on last year's growth, until after they finish
blooming.

Fertilize all spring-flowering shrubs and vines like azalea, Camellia, Rhododendron, and Forsythia
after they bloom, using a 15-15-15 fertilizer or complete organic fertilizer. Use roughly 1/2 pound
per three feet of the shrub's height (before pruning), once a year.

Begin fertilizing broadleaf evergreens like hollies and narrowleaf evergreens like junipers with an
acid azalea/camelia fertilizer as their new growth starts. Use roughly 1/2 pound per three feet of
the shrub's height (before pruning). This is done once a year.

Control scale and lacebug infestations on all trees and shrubs with Orthene or Cygon if you are
not an organic grower.

Water newly planted shade and flowering trees and shrubs thoroughly, even if the ground is wet,
in order to settle the soil around the roots.







