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Trees, Shrubs and Roses

On occasion, insects and diseases which you cannot identify may show up on
trees, shrubs or other plants. When this happens, take a branch containing
some of the affected area to the Extension Service for identification and
suggested controls.

Keep newly planted trees and shrubs well mulched to conserve moisture when
it is hot and dry.

Be extremely careful when mowing our using a power trimmer around old and
new frees and shrubs. Do not hit or damage bark. Even the slightest damage
may make an entrance for borers or other damaging insects.

Do not prune summer-flowering shrubs like Butterfly Bush or Hydrangea in
summer unless absolutely necessary. Wait till winter.

Watch for damaging insects on evergreens, especially azalea, Camellia,
Gardenia and Photinia. Scale, spider mites, lacebug, leaf miner, spittlebug
and leaf hopper are very active in July. Use Cygon or Orthene for control.
Do not use Cygon on hollies.

Thrips may become a problem for roses in hot, dry weather. Check for them by
pulling one of the discolored flowers apart. There will be rod shaped thrips
feeding at the base of the pedal. Control thrips with Orthene.

Flowers

Last call for planting annual, perennial and biennial herbaceous garden plants
like Ageratum, Begonias, Coleus, Geraniums, Impatiens, Salvia, Shasta Daisy,
Purple Coneflower and Rudbeckia. Work the ground well, add humus, and plant
as if it were spring.



Just a Reminder, Continued

Groom herbaceous flowering plants like Impatiens, Begonia and Salvia by
removing spent flowers, seed pods, yellow leaves and improper growth. Plants
which have grown tall and spindly may be topped to force side growth.

Do not pinch chrysanthemums and dahlias after July 1%, or you might disrupt the
bloom.

Continue to fertilize flowers every six to eight weeks.

During dry weather, spray a water-soluable fertilizer solution as a supplement to
keep plants growing well when their roots are not as active and they are not
taking up fertilizer from the soil.

Watch carefully for insects and diseases. Fast succulent growth is highly
susceptible to aphid, spider mite, leaf hopper, thrip, and worm damage. Chemical
gardeners can use Orthene for this.

Large attacks of worms on a particular plant, like geraniums, can be controlled by
Dipel dust or Thuricide spray containing Bacillus thuringiensis (BT), an excellent
biological control.

Slugs and snails may be bad on Hosta, Caladium, Elephant Ears and Coleus.
Use a snail bait or shallow pans of beer to kill them.

As in other areas of the garden, Japanese Beetles can be a problem. Spray/dust
with sevin or use beetle traps downwind from the garden.

Water flowers thoroughly with one inch of water per week, if there has been no
significant rainfall.

Remove spent flowers as soon as they become unattractive unless seed is to be
preserved.

Keep beds and borders free from weeds, which will compete with good plants for
water and fertilizer.

Mulch beds with dry grass clippings or shredded leaves to reduce leaf problems
and conserve moisture.






