Just a Reminder

TREES, SHRUBS and VINES

It is best to plant trees and shrubs when sail is not too wet. If planting is necessary before the soil
dries out, use dry peat moss as the soil amendment. It will absorb excess moisture and make it
easier to prepare a good soil mix.

Prune only dead, broken or damaged tree limbs on shade or flowering trees.

If needed, spring flowering trees like Bradford Pear, flowering plums or flowering peaches may be
pruned after they finish blooming.

Heavy structural pruning of evergreen shrubs may be done in March. However, try not to remove
all the leaf area on broadleaf evergreens like Box Leaf Holly, and do not prune narrow-leaf
evergreans like junipers too seversly.

Finish pruning decidudus summer-flowering shrubs like Hydrangea arborescens 'Grandiflora’ and
the Butterfly Bush anytime this month.

Prune deciducus spring-flowering shrubs like azalea and Forsythia after they finish blooming.

Wait to prune flowering evergreen shrubs like Camellia, azaleas, Rhododendron and Mountain
Laurel until they have finished blooming.

Prune blue/pink hydrangea by removing weak shoots at the ground and pruning main shoots 1/3.
Deciduous leafy shrubs like barberry can be pruned this month before new shoots appear.

Do NOT prune spring-flowering evergreen vines until after they bloom. Prune other spring
flowering deciduous vines after they finish biooming.

Summer flowering vines like Gold Flame Honeysuckle should be pruned.

Fertilize spring flowering trees like Bradford Pear, flowering peaches and flowering plums as the
flower petals fall. Use one pound of 5-10-15 fertilizer per inch circumference (or a complete
organic fertilizer like Tree Tone). This is done once a year.

Finish fertilizing summer-flowering shrubs like summer hydrangeas with a 15-15-15 or complete
organic fertilizer. Use ¥ pound per three feet of shrub's height.

Fertilize all spring-flowering shrubs and vines like Forsythia after they bloom. Use a 15-15-15
fertilizer on deciduous shrubs and an azalea/camellia acid fertilizer on evergreens. Use roughly %%
pound per 3 feet of shrub’s height before pruning. This is usually done once a year.

Fertilize summer-flowering vines like Gold Flame Honeysuckle after pruning. Use half a pound of
15-15-15 fertilizer on young vines. For vines 4 years old or older, add a pound of fertilizer per
year of age up to a maximum of 5 pounds.

Fertilize established Clematis with one cup of 5-10-15 fertilizer every six weeks.

Feriilize broad and narrow-leaf evergreens like boxwood, Box Leaf Holly and junipers with an acid
azalea/camellia fertilizer. Use roughly ¥ pounds per three feet of shrub's height once a year.



JUST A REMINDER, continued

Control scale on trees and shrubs with Orthene or Cygon if you do not grow organically. Only use

Orthene on hollies. Orthene can also be used for holly leaf miners, typically found on the hollies
and boxwoods.

Watch out for worms and caterpillars eating the foliage of flowering forms of fruit trees. Spray with
the Thuricide formulation of BT or dust with Dipel if needed (organic growers can use BT when all
else fails).

Inspect azalea and Pyracantha for signs of lacebugs. The upper sides of the leaves will have a
silvery cast. The undersides will be covered with balls of brown residue. Spray with Orthene as
the weather warms.

Watch for the vole (pine mouse)! If your plant's bark has been chewed off near the ground, you
might want to invest in a vole trap or a mean cat.

Water newly planted trees and shrubs thoroughly, even if the ground is wet. This will settle the
soil around the roots.

Mulch newly planted and fertilized trees and shrubs with pine straw or pine bark. Do not allow
mulich to pack against tree trunk. Check mulch around clder plants and replenish with fresh mulch
as needed.

FRUITS

March is the best time of the year to set strawberries. Plant them on beds in well prepared soil
which has good drainage. They can also be set in raised beds or in half barrel planters, which will
make both weeding and harvesting a lot easier on the back.

March is an ideal time to plant bare root and container grown figs.
Plant only burlap bagged and container grown fruits this month.

Check figs for winter cold damage. Prune away damaged wood, even if it means cutting them
almost to the ground.

Fertilize blueberries lightly with an azalea/camellia fertilizer, but do NOT lime. Watch out,
blueberries can be damaged by over fertilizing.

Finish fertilizing fruit trees. Use 15-15-15 at a rate of 2 pounds per year of age of the tree to a
maximum of 15 pounds on apples and pears and a maximum of 5 pounds on peaches,
nectarines and plums. Of course, a complete organic fertilizer like Tree Tone or Garden Tone can
be used as well. Do this once a year.

Finish fertilizing grapes and semi-bush fruits with 15-15-15. Use about 2 pounds per vine on
established, producing grapes or semi-bush fruits and one pound on young (one to three year
cld) semi-bush fruits. Do this once a year.

Begin an insect and disease control program as flower buds begin to show color. A complete
hoeme orchard spray is the most practical method of control for non-organic gardens. Continue
applications at recommended intervals until fruit ripens. Do not spray when the flowers are open.






