JUST A REMINDER: MAY
TREES A UBS

Plant seeds or seedlings of annual vines like Morning Glory or Scarlet
Runner Beans any time this month.

Wait to prune spring flowering evergreen shrubs like Camellia, azalea and
Rhododendron until they have finished blooming.

Prune other spring flowering deciduous shrubs after they have finished
blooming.

Evergreen shrubs like Buford Holly may be shaped by trimming new growth,
but avoid removing all new shoots and cutting into last year's growth.

Pruning summer flowering shrubs like Butterfly Bush this month can disturb
their growth and bloom.

Fertilize spring flowering shrubs and vines after they bloom with 15-15-15
or a complete organic fertilizer. Evergreens should be fertilized with an
azalea/camellia acid fertilizer, Use roughly 1/2 pound per 3 feet of the
shrub's height before pruning. This is done once a year.

Rhododendrons which bloom in April and May should be fertilized with an
azalea/camellia acid fertilizer. Use roughly 1/2 cup per 3 feet of the
shrub's height once a year.

Look for damaging insects - scale, spider mite, lacebug, leaf miner,
spittlebug and leaf hopper are prevalent in May. Use Cygon or Orthene to
control {do not use Cygon on hollies).

Watch for tiny gnat like insects flying around hollies. These are the adult
form of leaf miners. Spray with Orthene if you see them, to prevent further
leaf damage.

Boxwoods and hollies may show signs of leaf damage due to the leaf miner.
At first, the damage appears as tiny pin pricks in the foliage. Later, the

leaf will be discolored. Spray when first seen with Cygon except on

hollies; use Orthene on hollies.

Keep newly planted trees and shrubs mulched to conserve moisture when it is
hot and dry. Do not allow the mulch to crowd or pack against the lower
stems and trunks.



JUST A REMINDER: MAY, continued
FRUITS

Fertilize blueberries lightly for the second time this season when they
bloom. Use an azalea/camellia acid fertilizer, but do so sparingly.
Blueberries can be damaged by over fertilizing.

Continue a regular control program for fruit insects and diseases. A
complete home orchard spray is the most practical method of control for the
non-organic gardener. Continue applications at recommended intervals until
the fruit ripens. Brown rot on peaches, plums, cherries and nectarines is
bad this month, now that fruits are becoming soft prior to ripening.

Fire blight may attack pears and apples this month. This is identified when
the tip growth turns black and hangs on the tree, or when a twig dies back
(the bark will appear shrunken). Eradication is the only practical control.
Cut the twig several inches below the affected area. Sterilize the blades
of your shears between cuts by dipping them in an alcohol or bleach
solution.

Spray bunch grapes with a complete home orchard spray to prevent rot and
control leaf worms.

Peaches and plums often shed small fruits. This may indicate that too many
were set for the tree to support. This is a perfectly natural process and
not to be feared. The remaining fruits should mature well.

Be careful when mowing orchard areas not to hit the bark of the fruit trees
with the mower. Any damage to the bark provides an entrance place for
borers.

Keep fruits mulched with pine straw to prevent weeds and grasses from
competing for water and fertilizer.

ROSES

Container grown roses may still be planted, but do so with extreme care and
be prepared to water often. It's too late to plant bare root roses.

Groom roses constantly. Never leave a dead or dying stem on the plant
because disease will spread to healthy canes. Also remove weak, broken or
spindly shoots.






