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TREES, SHRUBS AND ROSES

Plant dormant burlap bagged, bare root, and container grown trees, shrubs, and
roses throughout the month. Make sure not to plant trees any deeper than they
were growing in the nursery. When planting burlap bagged and container grown
trees, it is a good idea to leave the top of the root ball showing after planting.
Plant bare root trees with the soil level one inch above the top root.

Choose planting stock carefully. New shade trees should be straight with tight,
smooth bark, have a dominant central shoot or leader, and should not be loose in
the ball or container. Choose flowering trees that are free from scars.

Do NOT plant Southern Magnolia or Cherry Laurel until March.

It is best to plant trees and shrubs when the soil is not too wet. However, if
planting is necessary before the soil dries out, use peat moss as the soil
amendment. It will absorb excess moisture and make it easier to prepare a good
mix to use in planting.

Prune newly planted shade trees if necessary, removing any broken or damaged
limbs with a clean cut. Never top a shade tree, however, or you will ruin its
shape.

Wait till next month to begin major pruning of shade and flowering trees, when
you are sure the tree is completely dormant.

Heavy structural pruning of evergreen shrubs may be done this month, but if
most of the leaf area is to be remaoved, it might be best to wait until mid-February
to mid-March so that you don't have to look at stubby plants for so long.

Prune broadleaf evergreens like hollies, boxwood and Euonymus, as well as
narrowleaf evergreens like Juniper and arborvitae to shape anytime this month,
Always prune so the top is narrower than the bottom.



Just a Reminder, Continued

TREES, SHRUBS AND ROSES, cont.

Do NOT prune spring-flowering shrubs and vines like azelea, Rhododendron,
Camellia, Forsythia, Flowering Quince, or Carolina Jessamine until after they
bloom next spring.

Fall and winter flowering Camellia japonica and Camellia sasanqua cultivars can
be trimmed after they bloom. Leave heavy pruning until February or March.

Wait until late winter to begin pruning summer-flowering shrubs like Butterfly
Bush, summer hydrangeas and Crape Myrtle.

Top heavy roses may be pruned back about one-third to prevent swaying in the
wind. Do NOT prune heavily until early March.

Wait until early spring to begin fertilizing shade and flowering trees and shrubs.
Do NOT fertilize or spray roses this month,

Water newly planted trees, shrubs and roses thoroughly, even if the ground is
wet, to settle the soil around the roots and drive out air pockets.

Remove fallen rose leaves from the bed to prevent blackspot, other diseases and
various insects from overwintering in the ground.

Fallen leaves make a good addition to your compost pile. Before you take them

out to the street for garbage collection, think about all the humus you are giving
away.

Mulch newly planted trees and shrubs with pine straw or pine bark. Do not allow
muich to pack against the tree trunk.

Check mulch around older trees and replenish with fresh muich as needed. If you
haven't already, replace mulch which has been around trees all summer. This
mulch probably contains overwintering insects.

Stake newly planted trees and shrubs, especially if they were purchased bare
root.

Rake fallen leaves away from the trees. They do not make a good muich and
should not be allowed to pack on top of existing bark or pine straw muiches.






