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Gardening and Gift Giving

The Christmas season is a time for giving. And what is more special to give than
something which we ourselves have produced with our own hands and our own labor.
Anybody can use plastic cards or green paper to buy some impersonal gift. But a gift that is the
result of our own efforts is something both special and unigquely personal.

Products of the garden are a great way to give something special to others. Do you
raise herbs? Fresh or dried, herbs can make wonderful gifts for the craft lovers, cooks and
even the cat lovers on your holiday list. Herbs such as lavender make fragrant sachets that will
retain that sweet smell for a long time. Cooks can always use fresh or dried herbs such as basil,
parsley, oregano, thyme, rosemary, cilantro, or sage. Tea drinkers and cat lovers will
appreciate catnip from the garden. If your garden is down for the season and you would still
like to give herbs, consider buying a live rosemary plant shaped in the form of a Christmas tree.
The recipient can plant it in the ground after Christmas and take frequent cuttings to cook with.

I find home canned fruit jams and pie fillings are a big hit with persons on my Christmas
list. Many of the fruits | grow myself, but not all. There are some great “U Pick ‘Um" type farms
in the area selling strawberries, peaches, blueberries, blackberries, and other fruit. Buying fruit
direct from local growers is a great way to encourage local food production and also get what
you need to make highly desirable, personalized gifts for family and friends at Christmas.

Dried fruit leathers are popular, especially among the younger crowd. There may even
be a cook or two on your list who would appreciate dried or home canned vegetables -
especially if they are locally grown and chemical free — since this is something that they are
generally unable to purchase at the grocery store this time of the year at any price.

Locally grown nuts are also popular gifts, especially when they are given in the form of a
homemade pecan pie or home baked brownies with walnuts.
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