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Master Gardeners Fair Booth Wins First Place - Again

For the second year in a row, the Master Gardener’s booth won first place at the
Hardeman County Fair.

This year's theme was Container Gardens and featured a wide variety of different kinds
of container displays from the private collections of our own membership. Information about
the various plants on display were provided, as was information about how to set up one’s own
container garden were available for fair visitors to take home with them.

In addition, many Master Gardeners entered the various homegrown vegetable, canned
produce and baked goods competitions in the county fair. Several “Best of Show” rosettas and
a large number of blue ribbons were earned by the various members of the group.




No, your postman didn’t forget to deliver it.

There was no August or September issues of the Growing Times because of unexpected,
pressing commitments on the part of this editor.

The “Just a Reminder” columns for August and September will soon be posted on the internet
website so that you will be able to have a complete set for the year. Regular monthly
production of the newsletter, complete with the monthly “Just a Reminders” resumes with this
October issue.

| hope you can forgive this editor for the two issues that were not produced.

Sincerely,
Colleen Johnson

An Autumn Leaf Reminder:

Autumn leaves are perfect for bedding down your garden for the winter. To use them, just take
a lawn mower to crush them up, then spread them about 3 to 4 inches thick on top of the soil in
your bed. The crushed leaves will help protect your soil and the microorganisms that live in it
from the harsh winter weather, and at the same time, help your bed to keep from getting weed
bound in early spring.

Although the crushed leaves will not have completely turned to compost when you go to
planting in the spring, they will be well on their way by that time. Just dig into the leaves as
well as the dirt as you go to planting your transplants, or brush aside just enough crushed
leaves to plant your seeds. Replenish with more crushed leaves in the spring after planting
until the thickness is once again 3 to 4 inches, and you have a great (free) mulch for next year’s
garden. (You can choose to mulch with a combo of crushed leaves, freshly cut spring grass
clippings and small twigs or wood chips come springtime for an even better garden mulch.)

One important note of caution: Do NOT use sycamore leaves or black walnut leaves on your
garden. These |eaves have substances in them that inhibit the growth of many other types of
plants. If you have sycamore or black walnut trees on your property, you would be best
collecting autumn leaves from others who do not have these tree varieties nearby.






